STANDARDIZED TEXTBOOK OF BARBERING

HOW TO STUDY

IFs a lot of Fun te study, if vou de °F right. But ir's net much fum
# wyou are whining ord grouchy, ond hove the idea of gering it
avar o quickly o: sossibla,

Books ore nterasting  things—ond just becouse fhey are school-
hooks - domsa’t mean they're less interosiing. Histery is excling o
read. English—pulting  words fogather to Form differens meanings—
i @ geme you con ploy every day for the rest of your life without
pver hecoming bired. Wumber: ora omozing=—with them men cnalyze
the stars, the sea, and build bridges, roodways ond grect bufldings.

Every study 1z mwsteriously romontic under ifs cold surfaca, ‘When
you do your lesan, fargel chout getting o sef amount finished in
the shertert possible fime, Askyoor instructor obowt something yew
don’t guite understond; gat below thot cold surfoce ta find  the
exciling mystery. It there o every subject. i vou howe the cociosity
g dig it cut

Whar curiosity orouses raal interest, you'll find yourself eager to
get to your stwdies, rathes thas hete them.
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ONING iz an art that must be carefully learned. Speed
and gruce, or the general skill that charncterizes the
expert’s honing process, are only acquirad throush ade-

quate study and practice.

skillful noning, however, doss not lie alone in gracefu] move-
ments, as some nractitioners would lead one to believe, but rather
in a combination of graceful movements with scientific principles
involved,

One point that cannot be emphasized too mueh iz that, no
matter how clever a harber may be, 7ie cannot give a good shave
with a dull razor,

For instance, a barber may be ever so faney in hening a
razor, but If he makes such technical ervors as taking one long,
heavy siroke in one direction, and one lizht, short atroks in the
opnosite direction, he will never et a perfect edge on & razor,

Mes contain some sort of fine-to-coarze abrasive par-
Lmeﬁmﬁmﬂ—ﬂ%m "ﬂst‘llﬁe__y_ewe +;1_
m__ k

its surface would & HO0n pr&.%ent. a mhll.ll,udb of ﬁne, ?:.uerneptlhle
seratchings.

This iz precisely what happens to a razor's edes when pagsed
over a hone, cxeept that in this case the seratehes are so minute
that they are impercentible <o ordinary wvision,

On the other hanfﬁ, if we view the edge of a vazor throush a
microgeope, we sce minute scratches, and instead of a perfectly
zmooth edge, as we would suppoze. we find the edpge resembles
saw teeth. These microseopically fine testh form the actual
cuiting adpe. (Fig. 150

L= Rules for the Correct Technigue in Honing

1. The razor muzt be stroked edge-first diagonally across the
- e ? — B——
mm——— 51 -
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Magnified Razor Edge
(Side View)

50X Magnification 100X Magnification

Fig. 15. Razar Edge Mognificatior.

Fig. 1.

Han'ln.g Posifions.

h::me This iz to produce teeth with & cutting edge, 11.:.’]111,.}1{ isa ver:‘-f
5 actor in mcrea,s-mg lfﬂ {'ultlng guali fy., (Figa. 16
i } ==

2, The angle should be equal on both strokes, to insure that

e teeth will he 88T af tHe same angle on both sld"es of The Blade.

_ '3—_"!‘?1-3 razor must be stroked with squal pressure on both
sides of the hlade and with egual prca.,t.ure from heel to point to
insure an equal Bevel on each side and a uni fc orm p.wallel hevel

from heel te-point.

— 4. e razor must always be kept perfectly flat on the hone
while the *sl»;wkcs are made, for if the razor is rocked I:’E-ul lenst bit
the he-wl will in tlme he:ume uneven, and the result wﬂ] be a ]
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The .41-1 o_f Hmnﬂg

Before heginning the setual honing process.-one should firat
master the technique of turning the razor without turning the
wrist. Thizs may sesmn a trivisl matter to the novice, but it iz
necessary to insure keeping the razor in perfect condition, and it
is one of the many characterislics which will laler distinguish the
expert from the careless workman in the eves of the emplover.

The first step in the actual honing procass iz to place the
rezor with the heel on the hone, and back st 5 slight angle to
the righl end of the hone, as in Fig. 184,
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Secand Positian and Stroke
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First Fosition ord Stroke
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Fig. 136

Rozer Horing.

rf"r" Dieaw the razor diagonzlly acrosz the hone along the dotted
line 1. This iz stroke No. 1. When this stroke is completed, turn

: the razor on its hack, and at 1the same time move it up to the .

second position, with the back of the blade next to the left end
of the hone at 2 s1igh1 angls to the hone, as in Fig. 18R,

Make stroke No. 2 as in Tig. 1588, then turn the razor and
bring it up to the first position (Fiz. 18A) again, Bepeat these
movemenls slowly at firat, carefully followine the rules given
shove,

If the razor iz gquite dull, the first honing gtrokes should he
made with firm pressure, sasing up the pressure on the strokes
as the razor takes an edge. Experience will prove to be a guide,

It is well fo practice on a slow-cutling hone at first, with zn
old razor, until the action of honing has hecome an easy and free

P i
A St

f_m’_ff"_, -
-; e i

-o-"'[_".-' '—*—v“"‘j

f
..l_\-
= A PR |



24 STANDARDIZED TEXTBOOK OF BARRERING

muscular act. Tey to pequire smooth, sven sirokes, and remember
that if is highly important to acquire correct technique st first,
for zpeed znd grace will come naturally with practice.

Honing Technique for the Advanced Student

After a student has lesrned to hone a razor evenly and has
mastered the honing motions and strokes, he may direct his
aitention to ihe method of maintaining the correct “eurve” on
the cutting edee, A perfect cutting edpe should have its highest
point at the centsr of the edge and should slope very slightly

TNl A e e =
B Fig. 19, C

(dotted line) from the center (4, Fig. 19) to the naint. and heel
of the edee (B and €, Fig. 19), If the center of the edge is the low
paint and the point and heel are the high points on the edge, then
the vazcr will drag and fail to cut smoothly, snd the patron will
complain of the razor “pulling.”” (Fig. 20, dotted line.)

The average barher has a tendency to hollow out the cutting
edge of his razor, due to the fact that as he takes the honing
stroke he instinclively exerts pressure along the center portion
of the cutting edge, and unless this tendency iz corrected the
edge will goon iake on the shaps illustrated by the dattzd line in
Fig. 20,

B Fig. 20, C

To [ashion and maintain the eovrect “curve’™ on the euiting
edpe of & razor:

Lax the razar flat on the hone, making sure Lhat the edpe and
the hecl of the ruzor are flat on the hone surface. Take four
short honing sirokes with pressure cxertsd at the heel of the
razor, Shift the position of the razer on the hone so that the edge
and the point of the razor ave flat on the hone surtace. Take four
short honing strokes with pressure exerted at the point of the
razor, Shift the position of the ramor on the hone so {hat the
center portion of the razor lies flat on the hone surface. Talke
gseverz]l light =trokes with Lftle or no pressure.

It iz easily understood that more of the razor edge iz honead
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at the he-:—t-]_ and :1!, the point of the edee than is honed at the
center portion, which develops the degived “curve,” as llustrated
by the dotted line in Fig. 19.

Vesting the Edge

After the mechanical action of honing has been mastered,
the next step is Lo learn to test the edge, This is an acet that
requires the fraining of & delicale sense of touch, and il can only
be acguired by diligenee and many patient trials. The two rules
for testing.d razar are:

1. A honed razor iz, 1o be tested by passing it lightly over the
moistened thumb nail. (Fig. EiT*I_}_:TﬁH‘i{iiéé_;:%:lﬂiﬁﬁ’tfT-]:;&i"e'é'é_ﬂﬁt;é:

“TE 18 not aenitary.
i ﬁ Sﬁ-mﬁlﬂgi _razor should be tested by passing it gently

over the moistened ball of the thumb or index tnger. A stropped

razor should never be tested on the nail. (Fig, 24.)

Sensations nf Testing

After Honing
4T Bluunt

18k the ruzor has
not besn honed evenly,
and there s some fault

|1 the technique of the
honing process.

J A student should
conault the tescher in
.?!uch cases, in order to
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alter hiz honing technique immeidiately, for if a Zaulty technigue
iz allowed to become a habit it will be very hard 1o correct. Pains
taken while learning will mean eage, apzed and perfect results
later.

[ &% the razor edge tends to bacome gharp, gradually lighten
the pressure in honing, Take fewer stroke st it more -
Trequently. This will prevent over-honing, for an over-honed
: "Holler than a dull razor. A fine, slow-cutting hone iz
recommended for beginners.

Stropping

After the razor has been keenly honed it is ready to Le
stropped. Although it may have a perfectly-honed edge, one
that will split a fine hair with ease, it is not yet amooth enough
to be used on the Tace. Remember, 2 razor should never he ugzed
for shaving without heing stropped.

: ¥ ing is o th 1_;1;; whetted edyge, or
1"’ it, preparatopy i ving process. )
i, nat Be thought that experl honing is the only action
necessary to put & zood edge on a razor. Proper stropping is zlao
cszential, A well-honed razor which has been improperly stropped
fails to slide amoothly through the beard and give thet even-
cutting senzalion that iz zo pleasing to the patron.
Most barbers u paieof-strops, consistl : :

4 lesther. The relative importance of canvas and leather is still a

moot question. The viewpoint is accepted by barbers that the
leather strop is indispensable, where the canvas may or may niot
be necessary, depending on the individoal's co-ordination of hone
and strop. With some types of hones, however, the canvaz is
conzidered to he neceszary.

The general principles of stropping are little different from
thosze of honing, excepl that stropping is reversed, i #. the razor
iz stroked with the hack moving forward, and at a slight angle.

“L"Phe razar must be kept perfectly flat against the strop, with the
atrop held faut., Guard against sagpging, “Fr ssaure of the
Zor must be neavy enough to feel a firm drag or draw.”

The razor is held with thumb on tep of the shank and riolled
in the hand without moving the wrist. This not only makes for
equal pressure on both strokes, but alzo mukes the act more
eraceful and easy.

Tirat learn to turn or flip the razor by holding 1t in one
position without making the strokes.

Afier this sct hss become easy, proceed with the strokes
alowly, as illusirated in Figa. 22 and 28,

When the razor iz freshly honed, it should be finished on the
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- Bogth 3
%pﬁmu‘% Subsequently, il ig advizable to use the canvas first,
en tne leather, each time the razor iz stropped.

Tao tEF:‘t the razor edge after stropping, use the ball of the
thumb or index finger (the lezh), touching it lightly along the
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Fig. 22.
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edre: (Fig. 24.) If the edge
i dull it will not stick or
draw. If it has the correct
edge, 16 will have & kean,
drawing sensation. This
method of tesling reguoires
a greal deal of expericnes,
but evantually the razor'z
edge can be tested quite
accurately in this manner.
When a razor is prop-
cerly honed, and the knaek
of stropping has been per-
feeted, one should be able to
give many shaves with the
same razor without rehon-
ing, simply by stropping it
before and during the shav-
Ing process.
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